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Honduras Update

Hi Friends!
We are honored to be a part of your lives
and for you to be a part of ours and what
we do daily here in Honduras. There are so
many miracles here, so I want to share a
couple of stories about patients this past
month.
A little 18-month-old girl came to the hospital right before Christmas with severe
pneumonia, so severe, that she needed a
chest tube. After placing the chest tube
(sometimes comes out a week later) she
had further complications of pneumothorax (air in the cavity that pushes on the
lung causing it to collapse). I got a call early one morning, so I hopped on the motorcycle and crossed the river to the hospital
just as my first lab employee was arriving.
We rushed the little girl into X-ray, rolling a
big tank of oxygen behind us. They soon
realized that she had a pneumothorax and
the surgeon punctured her chest right
there on the X-ray table to let the air out.
It was like an episode of ER. We rushed
her to the OR to fix her chest tube. Two
months later, after several other complications of infections and low electrolytes,

she was finally ready for the chest tube to
come out. She went home about five days
after it was removed. Last week she came
walking into the clinic, a happy little 1 ½
year old and we drew her blood to see
how she was doing. She is a walking miracle. Praise God!
A 17-year-old pregnant girl (36 weeks)
came into the ER with seizures two weeks
ago on a Monday morning (about 8:30am
just when doctors are arriving). You never
want pre-eclampsia to turn into eclampsia
in pregnancy. It is very dangerous for both
mom and baby. They called a CODE BLUE
to help maintain her airway and get meds
in her to stop her seizures. The baby was
not doing well with a low heart rate. Her
previous labs showed a low platelet count
of 30,000, which meant doing an emergency C-section (the treatment for eclampsia) put her at risk of bleeding out.
We rushed to get labs done to know
where she stood (platelet count of 60,000)
and draw a unit of blood to be ready for
the surgery. Thankfully she was stabilized
before the C-section. They were preparing
for the worst for the baby since mom had
been given medication, including general

anesthesia, that would make the baby very
groggy (usually epidural is used for Csection, but because of her low platelets
they couldn’t). And they were right; the
baby needed help breathing, but had a
pulse when born. After some breathing for
him and IV fluids, he finally started to halfway cry. Mom and baby are doing exceptionally well considering what could have
been a very bad outcome.
Praise God!

Deilyn, the 18-month-old
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Hospital Loma de Luz has started sending containers with medical supplies and ministry material to the hospital again. It had
been about 4 years since the hospital had received a container.
My parents brought hospital supplies and ministry supplies to
Biloxi, MS back in November. We sent some school supplies
down on the container that my church had given us a couple of
years ago. There was so much that I couldn’t bring at the time it
was donated. So, the first day of the school year, February 4th,
we took a walk down to the little school in our community to
hand out school supplies. Samantha was so excited to go to
school that day! We gave school supplies to about 50 kids and
seven other families. If you have medical or school supplies you
would like to donate, please contact me.
We left February 28th for Guatemala at 4am with 5 people and a
full car for a 16 hour trip to take our dear missionary friend Lucy
back home. We had a great trip visiting Antigua and Panajachel
and spending time with the directors of Christians in Action for
Central America. I think Samantha’s favorite parts were the zoo
and the boat ride across Lake Atitlan. We saw Norma Hunt, who
started our church here in Honduras. We ate lunch with Lucy’s
family and visited her church, where we saw the great need for
her return to Guatemala. We were blessed to not have any
problems with the car, and return to medical brigades coming
for spring trips.
We have been praying for a new vehicle after having so many
problems last year with our current vehicle. We started raising
funds trusting the Lord would provide a vehicle in His timing
and the funds to purchase it. We have good news…we found a
vehicle that will be available at the end of May! Praise God!
However, we are still in need of another $4,000. Would you
prayerfully consider donating to our vehicle fund? If you do,
please designate “IM – Vehicle.”

We are so blessed by your partnership with us in ministry!

Christine, Calix, Samantha & Baby Lucas David

Giving school supplies at elementary school in Colonia Naranjal!
Antigua

Visiting the Zoo

Prayer Requests:
• That our current vehicle sells before the end of May and the funds
•
•
•
•

come in to purchase the newer one.
Pray for a safe delivery and healthy mom and baby in May.
Pray for rest for our doctors as this is a busy season at the hospital
with lots of spring medical and surgical brigade.
Pray for new doctors to come as we enter summer with a shortage.
Pray for rain/water. We are already in early summer and the tanks are
looking dry. We may suffer this summer without water for days on
end.

Upcoming Events:
•
•
•

We hope to have a couples dinner at the church at the end of April to
encourage them in their walk with the Lord together.
Our new baby boy Lucas David is due around mid-May.
My mom is planning to come to help us with baby Lucas David the last
two weeks of May.

Make CHECKS out and send to:
Cornerstone International, PO Box 192, Wilmore, KY 40390
Write “Infectious Mission” or “IM-Vehicle” in the memo line.
Donate ONLINE at:
cornerstoneinternational.org/missionary/christine-bell-maradiaga
Donate MONTHLY by electronic draft!
Contact the CI Office: 1-800-859-4578
carla@cornerstoneinternational.org
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